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Gender Gap in African American Degree Attainments
There are 2,248,000 African American men over the age of 18 who have earned at least a bachelor’s
degree. There are 3,283,000 African American women with at least a bachelor’s degree. Therefore,
men make up 41 percent of all African Americans who hold at least a four-year college degree.

There are 946,000 African American women who hold a master’s degree but no higher degree.
Among African American men, 560,000 hold a master’s degree but no higher degree. Thus, women
make up 62.8 percent of this group of African Americans who hold a master’s degree but no higher
degree.
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The data shows that 174,000 African Americans in 2013 held a professional degree and 195,000 had
obtained a doctorate. Women have taken a sizeable lead in professional degree holders among African
Americans. In 2013, 102,000 Black women held professional degrees compared to 72,000 Black men.

In doctoral degrees, African American men and African American women hold roughly the same
UPCOMING EVENTS number of degrees. But, the trend is for greater number of Black women than Black men achieving
doctorates. If we look at only those African Americans under the age of 40, 18,000 Black men hold
. doctorates compared to 25,000 Black women.
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Justin Jones-Fosu is a Grand Rapids

native, Creston High school graduate,

Morgan State University alumni

international speaker, young-award

winning entrepreneur, and author. He is

the President/Chief Inspirational Officer

of Justin Inspires International, LLC

(www.justininspires.com) where he

speaks 40-55 times a year for

corporations, colleges, and youth. He
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As a leading private, liberal arts university, Fisk University fulfills a crucial
role in preparing students to become successful professionals and citizens.
Fisk has a rich legacy of producing scholars and leaders. Among the many
Fisk luminaries are W.E.B. DuBois, Ida B. Wells, John Hope Franklin, The
Honorable Timothy Donaldson, Nikki Giovanni, Judith Jamison, Johnetta
Cole, David Levering Lewis, Kym Whitley, and The Honorable John R.
Lewis.

From its founding in 1866, Fisk University students have been catalysts for
change locally, nationally and internationally. The Fisk Jubilee Singers®
introduced the world to the musical genre known today as the Negro
spiritual. W.E.B. DuBois and Ida B. Wells were early leaders of the quest
for human rights. Fisk students Diane Nash and John Lewis were leaders of
the civil rights movement that changed Nashville.

Fisk is an iconic institution steeped in tradition and history, yet dynamic
and contemporary to meet the challenges of the 21* century. As Julian
Williams, “Mr. Fisk, 2013-2014,” stated: “Fisk is small enough to know
your name and large enough to meet your needs.”

THE AVERAGE VALUE OF
A COLLEGE DEGREE

OVER ONE’S LIFETIME
compared to a high school
diploma is about

$960K

in additional earnings

Carolina A&T State University and the Massachusetts
Institute of T echnolo;y, flew on space shuttle mission STS
41-B and logged 1

91 hours in space.
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10. Norfolk State University (NSU)
Rounding out the list with 7,100 students, this Virginia
university’s mid-size campus is urban and offers student housing.
Norfolk State students can choose between an Associates,
Bachelors, Masters or Doctoral degree at the four-year, public
institution.

9. Morgan State University (MSU)
Located in Baltimore, Maryland on a bustling city campus,
Morgan State is the 9th largest HBCU and home to over 7,900
students. Student housing is available at the four-year public
university, as are Bachelors, Post-Baccalaureate, Masters and
Doctoral degrees.

8. Prairie View A&M University (PVAMU)
The most rural HBCU on our list, this public, four-year Texas
campus is the 8th largest HBCU and home to over 8,300 students
pursuing Bachelors, Masters and Doctoral degrees.
7. North Carolina Central University (NCCU)

Located in Durham, this public, four-year college offers its 8,600
students a range of Bachelors, Post-Baccalaureate, Masters and
Doctoral degrees and certificates as well as student housing.

6. Tennessee State University (TSU)
Located on a large urban campus in the musical hub of Nashville,
this four-year public college is the 6th largest HBCU and home to
over 8,700 students. The university offers housing as students
pursue Associates, Bachelors, Post-Baccalaureate, Masters, Post-
Masters and Doctoral degrees and certificates.

5. Jackson State University (JSU)

With an enrollment of just under 9,000 students, this four-year,
public Mississippi college features an urban campus in the city of
Jackson. Programs available include Bachelors, Masters and
Doctoral degrees and certificates.

4. Texas Southern University (TSU)
On the Houston campus of this large HBCU, over 9,500 students
are enrolled in Bachelors, Masters and Doctoral degrees. TSU is a
public, four-year college offering on-campus housing and a city
environment.

3. Howard University (HU)

Located in our nation’s capital of Washington, D.C., Howard
University is the 3rd largest HBCU and boasts an enrollment of
over 10,000 students. Howard University is a four-year, private,
not-for-profit college, offering unique educational experiences for
students enrolled in a variety of Bachelors, Post-Baccalaureate,
Masters and Doctoral certificates and degrees.

2. North Carolina A&T State University (NCAT)
Located in Greensboro on a large, public, city campus, North
Carolina A&T offers a range of Bachelors, Post-Baccalaureate,
Masters and Doctoral degrees and certificates. The most recent
data shows over 10,000 students enrolled.

1. Florida A&M University (FAMU)

Located in Tallahassee, this four-year, public college is the largest
HBCU - over 12,000 students — based on the most recent
available data. The mid-size city campus offers on-campus
housing and has a graduation rate of 40%. Available through
Florida A&M University are Associates, Bachelors, Graduate,
Masters, Post-Masters and Doctoral degrees and certificates.
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